ON   THE   LAGO   DI   GARDA

murder the supreme male, the ideal Self^ the King and
Father,

This is the tragic position Shakespeare must dwell upon.
The woman rejects, repudiates the ideal Self which the
male represents to her. The supreme representative. King
and Father, is murdered by the Wife and the Daughters.

What is the reason? Hamlet goes mad in a revulsion of
rage and nausea. Yet the women-murderers only represent
some ultimate judgment in his own soul. At the bottom
of his own soul Hamlet has decided that the Self in its
supremacy, Father and King, must die. It is a suicidal
decision for his involuntary soul to have arrived at Yet it
is inevitable. The great religious, philosophic tide, which
had been swelling all through the Middle Ages, had
brought him there.

The question to be or not to be, which Hamlet puts
himself, does not mean, to live or not to live. It is not the
simple human being who puts himself the question, it is
the supreme I, King and Father. To be or not to be King,
Father, in the Self supreme? And the decision is, not
to be.

It is the inevitable philosophic conclusion of all the
Renaissance. The deepest impulse in man, the religious
impulse, is the desire to be immortal, or infinite, consum-
mated. And this impulse is satisfied in fulfilment of an
idea, a steady progression. In this progression man is satis-
fied, he seems to have reached his goal, this infinity, this
immortality, this eternal being, with every step nearer
which he takes.